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S T U DY  D E S I G N

Administrative data from 23,806 
licenses at 4,712 tobacco retailers 
from 2012-2019 were used.

Tobacco retailer density per 1000 
daytime population was calculated 
by planning district annually.

Counts of retailers within 500 ft of 
schools were calculated annually for 
each school.

With a grandfather clause for existing retailers, regulations implemented:

  

Tobacco retailer density declined 
by 20%, resulting in 659 fewer 
licensed tobacco retailers 

Tobacco retailers near schools 
declined by 22% benefitting  
over 84,000 youth from over  
200 schools  

Benefits were slightly greater in 
low-income parts of the city

Tobacco Retailer Regulations

Key Findings

•  Tobacco retail density limits and tobacco-free 
school zones can be effective policy tools 
to reduce the negative impact of tobacco in 
communities and protect youth from harmful 
exposure to tobacco and tobacco advertising.

•  In the long term, these strategies may help 
reduce tobacco-related health disparities and 
promote health equity, particularly in low-
income neighborhoods.

Policy Implications

Despite declines in smoking over the past 50 years, tobacco use remains the 
leading cause of mortality and cancer and tobacco-related health disparities 
have worsened. This study examined the impact of new tobacco retailer 
license regulations in Philadelphia. 

a density cap 
of 1 retailer per 
1000 daytime 
population 

smoke-free school 
zones (no new 
retailers within 
500 feet of 
schools) 

an increase in the 
licensing fee from 
$50 to $300 

suspension of 
tobacco sales 
privileges after 
the third youth 
tobacco sales 
violation in 2 years
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fajph.aphapublications.org%2Fdoi%2Fabs%2F10.2105%2FAJPH.2019.305512&amp;data=02%7C01%7CHannah.Lawman%40Phila.gov%7C1cc0e0f310bf4a13641108d7ae81f320%7C2046864f68ea497daf34a6629a6cd700%7C0%7C1%7C637169745475919682&amp;sdata=2tVrmA2oLmsZKNmS29eXCGZacLV8r0IQPd4AC14rSs8%3D&amp;reserved=0
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