Tobacco Retail Licensing
and Density, 2012-2019

S T U DY D E S I G N
Administrative data from 23,806
licenses at 4,712 tobacco retailers
from 2012-2019 were used.

What happened 3 years after license regulations
in Philadelphia?

Tobacco retailer density per 1000
daytime population was calculated
by planning district annually.
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Counts of retailers within 500 ft of
schools were calculated annually for
each school.
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Key Findings

Despite declines in smoking over the past 50 years, tobacco use remains the
leading cause of mortality and cancer and tobacco-related health disparities
have worsened. This study examined the impact of new tobacco retailer
license regulations in Philadelphia.

Tobacco retailer density declined
by 20%, resulting in 659 fewer
licensed tobacco retailers

Tobacco Retailer Regulations

Tobacco retailers near schools
declined by 22% benefitting
over 84,000 youth from over
200 schools

With a grandfather clause for existing retailers, regulations implemented:

a density cap
of 1 retailer per
1000 daytime
population

smoke-free school
zones (no new
retailers within
500 feet of
schools)

an increase in the
licensing fee from
$50 to $300

suspension of
tobacco sales
privileges after
the third youth
tobacco sales
violation in 2 years

Benefits were slightly greater in
low-income parts of the city

Policy Implications
REGUL ATI O NS PASSED

• Tobacco retail density limits and tobacco-free
school zones can be effective policy tools
to reduce the negative impact of tobacco in
communities and protect youth from harmful
exposure to tobacco and tobacco advertising.

• In the long term, these strategies may help
reduce tobacco-related health disparities and
promote health equity, particularly in lowincome neighborhoods.
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